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Criteria:

 

Listed on more than one “valuable wetland” list by natural resource agencies or nongovernment organizations.

Protects biological diverse wetland flora, fauna and/or their habitat

Rare or unique wetland type within its own biogeographical region. (Meeting this criteria would include, but is not limited to, wetlands with unique hydrology or chemistry that

make it rare within its own region)

A regionally unique example of a high elevation floating Bog and kettle pond wetland complex formed on a glacially derived lake in Western New York.  Bog and ponds were purchased and protected by the

Buffalo Audobon Society since 1957 and are essentially undisturbed.  It’s geographic position has resulted in an unusual diversity of plant species of western, northern, coastal plain, and Appalachian

distribution.  Its elevation, at 1720 feet ASL, is higher than most other glacial lakes with bogs in the WNY region and the consequent coolness of the habitat has allowed many plants to thrive that are more

typical of the arctic tundra.  Allenberg Bog contains rare wild orchids, 28 species of liverworts, 58 species of mosses (10 in the genus Sphagnum), over 300 species of vascular plants including 19 fern

species and 38 species of Carex.  The site also contains an alkaline meadow and several acres of Rhododendron, many of which exceed 20ft.

Exemplary Ecosystem Services:
Maintains ecological connectivity/cohesion

Recreation (birdwatching, ecotourism)

Carbon storage

Education

CONSERVATION STATUS AND THREATS

Conservation status:  Other

Adjacent Land Use:  Upland Forest/Woodland

Approximate natural
buffer width:

 > 100 ft



Other information:
The Allenberg Bog is part of the Buffalo Audobon Preserve System (http://www.buffaloaudubon.org/docs/Bas%20And%20Preserves.pdf) 

Western New York Land Conservancy has purchased a 10 acre property which includes wetlands at the eastern outlet of Allenberg Bog in order to help protect the unique bog

system (https://wnylc.org/land-protection/protected-properties/). 

Adjacent land use includes forested and scrub shrub wetlands immeadilately adjacent to the bog, in combination with upland forest and agricultural land as one moves further from the wetland complex.  

Allenberg Bog is open to the public, but the bog areas do not have boardwalks which means you’ll get wet, at least to the knees,depending on the time of year and where you step.  The bog habitat is very

sensitive, and foot traffic should be kept to a minimum and/or include a guide familiar with the bog.  For information on field trips to Allenberg Bog contact the Buffalo Audubon Society, c/o

BeaverMeadow Audubon Center, 1610 Welch Rd., N. Java, NY 14113-3228.  Tel: 716-457- 3228

If Other:  The area that encompass the bog and kettle ponds are owned outright by the Buffalo Audobon Society.

Is there any other
information that
should be conveyed
regarding your
nomination of this
wetland? Preview
Code Editor:
This is a regionally unique bog that is essentially undisturbed for the last 50 years since Audobon purchased it.  No other examples of high altitude, glacially derived, bog systems of this large a size that are

still relatively undisturbed, exist in this part of western New York. Access and movement through the bog is difficult. Please do not jeopardize the ecological integrity of this bog since it is without

boardwalks or paths.   

ECOLOGY

Approximate size:  177

General wetland
characterization:

 Inland Fresh Bog

Adjacent Water
Bod(ies):

 

Lake

Pond

Stream



Name of body of
water:

 Allenberg Bog forms the headwaters of Little Valley, Cold Spring, and Little Conewango Creeks

Surficial Geology:
Peat deposits underlain by unconsolidated glacial till and kame deposits.  Three surficial geologic units are mapped either in or adjacent to Allenberg Bog by the USGS/New York State Museum:

1) Swamp deposits –  that include peat-muck, organic silt, and sand in poorly drained areas.  the material is unoxidized, 

commonly overlies marl and lake silt, has potential land instability, and varies in thickness between 2-20 meters.

2) Till deposits – that include variable textures (boulders to silt), is usually poorly sorted sand-rich diamict material that was deposited beneath glacier ice and whose permeability varies with compaction. 

Till deposits vary in thickness between 1-50 meters.

3) Kame deposits – that includes coarse to fine gravel and/or sand associated with kames, eskers, kame terraces, kame deltas, ice contact, or ice cored deposition.  the kame deposits exhibit lateral

variability in sorting, texture and permeability and may be firmly cemented with calcareous cement.  Kame deposit thicknesses vary between 10-30 meters.

If Adjacent to
Stream, insert stream
order:

 Allenberg Bog is the headwaters of three 1st to 2nd order streams

Soils:
 

The three primary mapped soil types for Allenberg Bog in the Catteraguas County Soil Survey are: 

1) Carlisle muck, 2) Palms muck 0-2% slopes, and 3) Alden mucky silt loam

FLORA AND FAUNA

Dominant flora:
Picea mariana, Larix laricina, Pinus Strobus, Chameadaphne calyculata, Andromeda glaucaphylla, Ledum groenlandicum, Aronia melancorpa, Vaccinium candense, Gaultheria procumbens, Carex sp.,

Eriophorum sp., Oxycoccus sp., Chiogenes hispidula, Cypripedium acaule, spahgnum sp.

Unique flora:
Swamp-Pink (Calopogon pulchellus), Purple pitcher plant (Sarracenia purpurea), Round-leaved sundew (Drosera rotundifolia), Blue-flag (Iris versicolor), Indian Pipe (Monotropa uniflora), Great Laurel

(Rhodeodendron maximum)



Dominant fauna:
Wood duck, Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, Pileated woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Wood Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Blackburnian Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Black-throated Blue Warbler,

Black-throated Green Warbler, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, Magnolia Warbler, Red-eyed Vireo, White-eyed Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Vireo, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager,

Swamp Sparrow, Brown Creeper, Bobolink, Red Tailed Hawk, N.A. Beaver, White-tailed deer, Eastern Red-spotted Newt

Rare fauna:  White eyed vireo

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please upload your
first piece of
evidence:

 Audobon Nature Centers And Preserves in WNY.pdf

Please upload your
second piece of
evidence:

 RTPI-Natural-History-Atlas-natural-sites-Allegheny-region.pdf

Please upload your
third piece of
evidence:

 Allenberg-Bog-Plant-list.pdf

Please upload your
first piece of
evidence:

 Primevil forests types of Southwestern NY.pdf
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