
Presenter: Melissa Gobin 
Natural Resources Outreach & Education 

Coordinator

Teesha Oasis
Wetland technition

Building Triba l Wetland 
Educa tion and Outreach 
Programs
Woods Lake Wetlands



SUMMARY
Connecting with native 

youth through wetlands, the 
Woods Lake project will 
launch our first wetland 

youth camp.
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INDIGENOUS -KNOWLEDGE

Be aware of the risks involved in how knowledge is shared.
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Knowledge is a GIFT, not a privilege

Recognize that certain information may not be 
disclosed to you.
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Make sure you have permission to share information.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR 
CONNECTING WITH 
TRIBAL YOUTH
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Connect with the youth in their own environment 

Be intentional make sure to they know what and 
why you are teaching them use all the senses 

Use cultural connections, when possible
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ADDITIONALLY…
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RE-UNITING TWO 
LOCATIONS AND 
COMMUNITIES 
TOGETHER
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Woods Lake connecting Tribal citizens back to 
thier ancestral lands, that’s central to its usual 

and accustom land
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The  goa l is  t o  p ro t e c t  t he  hab it a t  fo r 
t he  wild life  and  sp e c ie s  t ha t  d e p e nd  

on  it , 



WOODS LAKE RESTORATION

Beginning  in  November  2024 , we  will  be  hiring  students  
from  Heritage  High  School  to  help  restore  and  clean  areas  
twice  a week  in  preparation  for  our  upcoming  wetland  
camp .
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Following  that,  a sheltered  area  will  be  constructed  with  
assistance  from  the  Tribal  Employment  Rights  Office  
(TERO) .
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Tulalips  Firs t  we t land  cam p  will o ffe r a  
un iq ue  op p ort un it y t o  im m e rse  our 
yout h  in  t he  rich  b iod ive rs it y and  
se re ne  b e aut y o f we t land  e cosys t e m s. 
Wit h  Bio  cu lt u ra l co llab ora t ion  we  will 
e d uca t e  Tula lip  Cit ize n s  ab out  t he  
e co logica l im p ort ance  o f we t land s  and  
t he  cu lt ura l s ign ificance  it  has  t o  our 
p e op le .



•Plant ID, Animal ID, what is invasive and what is native to the 
land . 

•The re  will b e  ga t he ring and  harve s t ing o f cu lt ura lly s ign ifican t  
p lan t s  fo r t e as , m e d ic ine s , and  p lan t s  t o  e a t . 

•We  will le a rn  ab out  wha t  a  we t land  is  and  what  it  d oe s .
 
•We  wan t  kid s  t o  conne c t  wit h  t he  land  and  wit h  who  t he y a re . 
Allo t  o f our m e d ic ina l p lan t s  com e  from  t he  we t land  a re as  and  
t e ach ing t he m  ab out  t h is  is  im p ort an t . 

Te ach ing t he m  t o  conne ct  t h rough  t he ir 
se nse s  fe e ling, he aring, se e ing, t as t ing, and  
what  t he y a re  fe e ling wit h in  t he ir sp irit



• Look for grants there is allot of grants to get everyone 
outside being stewards of our land after covid

• Pass on grants that do not fit your program this is where 
networking comes in handy

• Look out for programs and grants that can work 
together

• Make sure your vision and the collaborators vision 
aligns together

• Make sure your vision and the collaborators vision 
aligns together

• Ask for Donations and work with small 
businesses support one another

• Network get your name and your program out 
there 

• Plan activities that are active, keep their minds stimulated 
(harvesting, boats, walk around estuary, fish filleting, 
building a smoker, fish sticks) – tie in to culture like giving 
thanks, explaining why its culturally relevant 
• Don’t assume attendees know the information already, 

create a safe environment for them to ask questions
• Age group appropriate activities/discussions for each age 

group; 1 adult per 2-3 youth
• Manage downtime – quiet time with crafts (painting, 

beading, drum making), reading, walks/hikes – culturally 
relevant activities

• Tie in NR element all over (how everything is connected; 
seasons connected to plants, plants are connected to 
fish, etc.)

• Keep it focused on a central theme (e.g., Wetland 
information) and can have tangential activities 
(harvesting gathering plant id, and managing the land) – 
maintaining plants, harvesting plants, eatable plants  
(tying into cultural connections)
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www.reallygreatsite.com

THANK 
YOU! 

A Th a n k yo u  t o  a ll o f o u r  p ro g ra m s  t h a t  
a re  w o rkin g  w it h  u s  t o  m a ke  t h e s e  
c a m p s  a  g re a t  e xp e r ie n c e

t̕igʷicid!  
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