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Earning revenue for schoolkids 
from ecosystem services



• Created in 1876

• 2.8 M ac of surface lands
• 4.0 M ac of subsurface 

assets



$863 million to BEST (school capital construction)

$414 million to Permanent Fund (endowment for schools)

$380 million to School Finance Act (CDE’s operating budget)

(2008-2021)

$1.4 Billion to Schools



WHAT GUIDES US
Mission
Manage an endowment of assets held in perpetual, 
intergenerational, public trusts for the financial support of 
Colorado’s public schools and 7 other public institutions  

Mandate
Reasonable and consistent income over time AND protecting 
and enhancing natural values

Fiduciary Duty
Legal and ethical obligation to act solely in the best interest 
of beneficiaries





Wetland & 
stream 
mitigation 
banks

Species 
conservation 
banks

Forest carbon 
projects



Restoring lost ecological function
to offset impacts elsewhere

CO FACWet PROCEDURE



Creeks, Streams & Rivers 

“Bench” parcel, South Fork of the South Platte

WY & CO SQT/SMP



Table Top Conservation Bank

Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse

CONSERVATION BANKS



STEWARDSHIP TOOLSFOREST CARBON PROJECTS

USFS land, Hayman Fire burn area

• Reforestation
• Afforestation
• Timber management







Bank Approval & SLB Leases
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