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Wildlife & Habitat

New England Cottontail

Harlequin Duck

Numbers of native New England cottontails are decreasing because of habitat loss and competition from the introduced eastern
cottontail. the eastern cottontail adapts more easily to residential and disturbed habitats than does the New England cottontail, who
prefers very dense shrublands.

The Search for New England Cottontails on Rhode Island Refuges
(/uploadedFiles/Region_5/NWRS/North_Zone/Rhode_Island_Complex/Saschuest_Point/ARS_NECrabbit.pdf) (pdf)

This diving duck gets its name from its bright clownlike plumage. Rare along the Atlantic Flyway, impressive numbers of harlequins
gather off the rocky shores of Sachuest. In winter, it's always worth a trip here to see them as they feast on periwinkles.

 (https://www.fws.gov/)
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Saltmarsh Sparrow

Shrubland

Cobble Beach

Salt Marsh

This songbird relies on the high salt marsh meadow habitat for cover and nest building. Often, it scurries through the grass like a
mouse or vole. When sharp-tailed sparrow nests are damaged by high tides, the most successful sparrows rebuild them. Look for this
species in the spring through the summer.

Shrublands consist mainly of shrubs, but this type of habitat also includes native grasses such as little bluestem and flowers like
goldenrods, asters and wild radish. Some native shrubs here are the northern bayberry, arrowwood, shadbush and high-bush
blueberry. The shrublands of Sachuest are literally buzzing with life, year-round. From the insects pollinating the flowers of tall woody
shrubs to rabbits hidden in underground burrows, there is a fantastic diversity of species in this habitat. Even to the trained eye, only a
fraction of the shrublands wildlife is visible.

These expanses are vital feeding and nesting areas for migrating birds - and are critical breeding habitat for the threatened piping
plover. While at the refuge, notice the busy pace of shorebirds as they probe into the sand along the water's edge for juicy worms
worms and tasty burrowing mollusks and crustaceans. From wolf spider to beach pea, beaches provide a home for an amazing
diversity of wildlife.

The salt marsh is a transitional habitat between land and sea, which is mainly defined by salt marsh grasses and other plants firmly
rooted in mud and peat. Most large salt marshes have tidal channels meandering through them, where salt and fresh waters mix with
the rise and fall of the tides. Another feature of salt marshes are pannes, which are small pools of trapped water that dot the salt
marsh meadows. 

ALERT - REFUGE STATUS (/REFUGE/SACHUEST_POINT/ALERT.HTML)

FOLLOW US ONLINE

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/alert.html
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MAPS (/REFUGE/SASCHUEST_POINT/MAP.HTML)

MULTIMEDIA (/REFUGE/SACHUEST_POINT/MULTIMEDIA/INDEX.HTML)

WHAT WE DO

Resource Management (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/resource_management.html)

Conservation (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/conservation.html)

Get Involved (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/get_involved.html)

Partnerships (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/partnerships.html)

New England Cottontail

Numbers of native New England cottontails are decreasing because of habitat loss and competition from the
introduced eastern cottontail. the eastern cottontail adapts more easily to residential and disturbed habitats
than does the New England cottontail, who prefers very dense shrublands.

Learn More (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/wildlife_and_habitat/index.html)

Print  Share (http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pubid=ra-4df0de8a2cdd523d)

Last Updated: Feb 07, 2015

https://www.facebook.com/rinwrc
http://www.twitter.com/usfwsnortheast
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL83E405ED1AF460D9
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwsnortheast/sets/72157631304956508/
https://www.fws.gov/refuges/newsfeed.xml
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Saschuest_Point/map.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/multimedia/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/resource_management.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/conservation.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/get_involved.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/what_we_do/partnerships.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/wildlife_and_habitat/index.html
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pubid=ra-4df0de8a2cdd523d


7/29/2020 Wildlife & Habitat - Sachuest Point - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sachuest_Point/wildlife_and_habitat/index.html 4/4

Sachuest Point Home (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/)
Regional Office (https://www.fws.gov/northeast/index.cfm)
Refuges/Districts Nearby (https://www.fws.gov/refuges/zipCodeLocator/index.cfm)
Contact Us (/refuge/Sachuest_Point/visit/directions.html)

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (https://www.fws.gov/)
National Wildlife Refuge System (https://www.fws.gov/refuges/)
Notices (https://www.fws.gov/help/notices.html)  Accessibility (https://www.fws.gov/help/accessibility.html)
Disclaimer (https://www.fws.gov/help/disclaimer.html)  Privacy (https://www.fws.gov/help/policies.html)
FOIA (http://www.doi.gov/foia/)

Department of the Interior (http://www.doi.gov/)
USA.gov (http://www.usa.gov/)
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